be subjected to arithmetical tests ; the statistics of insanity, the determination of all questions of life assurance in the more extended relations which the movements of population and commerce now demand ; the statistics of hospitals, and, in general, all that relates to public health in the widest sense, to which the numerical method is applicable, and in "which its rigorous exactness is so much needed." " In the public discussions on almost all practical questions bearing on health and disease, such as hospital construction, the disposal of sewage in its hygienic relations, 
